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HISTORY OF THE TIMOR CAMPAIGN

Timor
Three months after the attack on Pearl Harbour, the Japanese occupation of Southeast Asia 
reached its southern limit with the invasion of Timor on 20 February 1942.  At that time the 
island was divided between two colonial powers, the Dutch in the west and the Portuguese 
in the east.  As early as February 1941 Australia had agreed with Dutch and British officials 
that Allied troops, under Australia’s command, would reinforce Timor should Japan enter 
the war.  Thus ‘Sparrow Force’ as the Allied presence on Timor was known, landed on the 
island five days after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour.  This was part of a strategy of 
seeking to defend forward airfields, and also involved deploying ‘Lark Force’ at Rabaul and 
‘Gull Force’ at Ambon.

Although agreeing to garrison Timor with troops, Allied commanders did not envisage 
a large-scale Japanese attack on the island.  Nor did they have the agreement of the 
Portuguese to occupy the eastern part of the island.  The colonial administration took the 
‘extravagantly optimistic view’ that Japanese forces would respect Portuguese neutrality.  
(Koepang) Kupang, the centre of Dutch rule, was the focus of the Japanese attack.  Facing 
the Japanese were troops from the Australian 2/40th Battalion, a squadron of Royal 
Australian Air Force Hudson bombers, a battery of Australian coastal artillery and 1000 
Dutch troops.  

Surrounded and short of ammunition, they held out for four days but were forced to 
surrender on 23 February.  A Japanese force had also been sent against Dili, the Portuguese 
administrative centre, where it faced only limited resistance, but, importantly, forestalled 
the planned arrival of Portuguese troops on 19–20 February.  A further 250 men of the 
Australian 2/2nd Independent Company had been sent to the Portuguese part of the island 
before the Japanese attack.  They did not directly oppose the invasion, but acted instead as 
a guerilla force.  After the surrender of the main Allied force around Koepang, 140 members 
of the 2/40th and some Dutch troops were able to avoid the encirclement; some were 
handed to the Japanese by West Timorese, while the remainder made their way across the 
island to join the 2/2nd Independent Company.
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Timor’s rugged terrain offered ideal conditions for guerilla warfare, but the early success of 
these operations was made possible by the support of the Timorese people, who provided 
food and shelter, and ponies for carrying heavy equipment, acted as porters and guides, 
and helped set up ambushes.  Some took up arms themselves and fought alongside the 
Australians.  Many Timorese were executed by the Japanese for providing assistance to the 
guerillas.  Assistance also came from the Portuguese who, as representatives of a neutral 
country, had been allowed to maintain order in their colony.

Maintaining a supply line to the Australians on Timor was always difficult.  On 27 May 1942, 
the Royal Australian Navy began what was to become a regular run from Darwin to Timor 
to resupply and reinforce the troops.  It was during the landing of the 2/4th Independent 
Company at Betano on 23 September 1942 that HMAS Voyager went fast aground and was 
attacked by Japanese aircraft.  The vessel had to be destroyed. 

On 1 December 1942, HMAS Armidale was sunk by Japanese air attacks while attempting 
to land Dutch troops as part of an operation to relieve the 2/2nd Independent Company.  
Survivors of the sinking, who endured an epic of survival at sea, recalled the sight of Ordinary 
Seaman Teddy Sheean wounded and strapped to his Oerlikon Gun firing at the attacking 
aircraft until the ship disappeared beneath the waves.   Armidale was just one of the vessels 
of the Royal Australian Navy, and the Dutch Navy ran the gauntlet of Japanese bombers 
throughout the period of Australian operations on Timor.

From July 1942 the Japanese launched a series of operations to destroy the Australians and 
their Timorese allies.  Around this time the 2/2nd received reinforcements from Australia in the 
form of the 2/4th Independent Company; Australian troops on the island now numbered about 
700.  The Japanese had also increased the size of their garrison and, recognising the extent to 
which the Australians depended on the help of the Timorese people, sought to take advantage 
of divisions among the local inhabitants.  Timorese from the Dutch colony were brought over 
to convince those in the east to disown the Australians.  Japanese attempts to cause discord 
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between the Timorese and the Portuguese administration also worked to the detriment of the 
Australians.  By October Portuguese control had been largely eliminated, and in November the 
Japanese ordered the internment of all Portuguese on the island.

During November 1942, the United States Army Air Forces and, particularly, the Royal 
Australian Air Force (RAAF) offered some respite to the Australians on Timor as Marauders and 
Beaufighters became available for attacks on Japanese positions and shipping, supplementing 
the small number of RAAF Hudsons that had soldiered on since the beginning of the campaign.

As Japanese pressure increased, guerilla operations became more difficult.  The intelligence 
provided by local people began to dry up, and from the beginning of December 1942 
operations were wound down.  Early that month the 2/2nd evacuated 190 Dutch troops and 
150 Portuguese who sought refuge in Australia, before leaving the island themselves between 
10 and 16 December.  After their departure, the position of the 2/4th became untenable and 
they too were evacuated on the night of 9–10 January 1943, lifted by HMAS Arunta.  The 
‘Z’–Lancer group, from Special Operations Australia, left Timor on 10 February 1943, picked 
up by the submarine USS Gudgeon.

After that date Australian commandos, from ‘Z’ Special Unit, and Australian-trained Timorese 
continued to land in Timor under the aegis of the Services Reconnaissance Department, but 
their operations were compromised when the first party was captured.  Their code books were 
recovered by the Japanese, who were able to operate the radio link to Australia.  The deception 
worked, and the Australian authorities believed that the commandos had successfully 
established themselves.  Using the captured codes, the Japanese were able to arrange for 
stores to be dropped and successive groups of commandos landed, never suspecting that the 
Japanese knew of their arrival.  They were quickly captured. 

Apart from the activities of ‘Z’ Special Unit, Australian operations in Timor lasted just under 
a year, and although of little positive strategic value, demonstrated the effectiveness of the 
tactics of guerilla warfare against the Japanese. It was also a matter of morale; even in the 
face of apparent Japanese ascendancy Australian troops fought on.

After the war an Australian survivor of the year-long guerilla campaign told an interviewer that 
without the help of the creados, Timorese who assisted the Australians, the guerilla campaign 
could not have been conducted the way it was.  Another commented, ‘they were so good, the 
creados, they risked their lives all the time for us, it shamed you really’.
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Mr Ralph Gordon Conley, AM

Ralph Conley enlisted in the Australian Army as a Sapper in July 
1941. He served in Timor with the 2/1st Australian Fortress 
Company and later joined the men of the 2/2nd Commando 
Squadron in Portuguese Timor when Koepang fell. He served in 
Timor until December 1942, as an Engineer, Quartermaster and 
Transport Section Sergeant of ‘D’ Platoon. It is the closeness of his 
relationships with the men of his platoon and the opportunities to 
chat and share in each other’s humour, when not on patrol, that he 
remembers as the most special aspect of his time in Timor. 

On his return to Australia, Ralph served in Sydney and Hobart. 
After successfully completing a potential officer’s course, he was 
promoted to Lieutenant in July 1943. Discharged from the Army 
in November 1945, Ralph joined Trans Australia Airlines in 1947 
and held a number of managerial positions in Queensland, South 
Australia and Northern Australia. In 1966, he was posted to New 
Guinea and assisted in forming a national airline. Returning to 
Australia in 1976, he held senior management positions within 
TAA until his retirement in 1983. Ralph is an active member of the 
community and has served, among other roles, as President of 
the Rotary Club of Brisbane and Chairman of the Travel Institute. 

In June 1981, he was made a member of the Order of Australia for his service to the aviation 
industry. In returning to Timor, Ralph wishes to pay his respects to his friends who were killed or 
taken prisoner and to the Timorese people who put their lives at risk to help the Australian troops.
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Mr Ralph Joseph Coyne

Ralph Coyne enlisted in the Army in October 1941. He served in 
Timor as a Corporal in the signals section with the 2/4th Australian 
Commando Squadron from September 1942 until January 1943. 
He remembers fondly one young Timorese boy, ‘Dickie’, who was 
his ‘creado’. The boy, only about twelve years old, risked his life 
to rescue Ralph’s boots after Ralph was forced to leave them 
behind in a grass hut that had been set alight by Japanese troops. 
‘Dickie’ ran back into the burning hut to retrieve the boots. Ralph 
also appreciated his skills in removing fleas from his sleeping 
bag. Following his service in Timor, Ralph served with the 2/4th 
Commandos in New Guinea from August 1943 until March 1944. 
In April 1945 he served with the 2/4th  Commando Squadron 
in Tarakan, Borneo. He returned to Australia for discharge in 
December 1945. 

Ralph developed close friendships with two Queenslanders from 
his platoon during his service in Timor and they remained close 
after the war. This spirit of friendship was also demonstrated after 
the war when members of the 2/4th Commando Squadron banded 
together to repaint and restore the house of a member who needed 
assistance. So began the ‘2/4th Painting Squadron’ and over the 
next twenty-five years the group re-painted more than one hundred members’ homes. Ralph has 
also been a strong supporter of the Timorese people since his return. One example of this support 
is his sponsorship of a young Timorese man to study catering in Australia. The man lived with 
Ralph for six months, while he learned English, and is now a successful restaurant owner. Ralph 
has also been a member of the East Timor Association of Melbourne since its inception.
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Mr Alexander Ian Hampel  

Ian Hampel enlisted for service at the Melbourne Town Hall in July 
1941. In September 1942, he embarked for service in Timor with 
the 2/4th Australian Commando Squadron as a Private on the 
HMAS Voyager and served in Timor as a Bren gunner until the 
Squadron withdrew in January 1943.

During his time in Timor he was struck most by the loyalty of his 
fellow servicemen. Ian believes that it was the sense of deep co-
operation and spirit of sharing that made the squadron such an 
effective guerilla group. It was this closeness that made losing 
a friend in action all the more difficult. Ian found it particularly 
hard to bury his friend Snowy Hourigan, who was killed during 
an aborted ambush. Snowy, who had recently lost his mother and 
brother, died in what appeared to Ian to be a suicidal last attempt 
to kill as many of the approaching enemy as he could. Ian and a 
few others created a makeshift grave for Snowy with the dirt on 
the track where he died. 

Ian also saw overseas service in Milne Bay between August 1943 
and March 1944. Discharged from the Army in June 1944, he 
joined the Royal Australian Air Force the next day as an aircrew 

trainee, and spent the remainder of the war with the RAAF. Following discharge in October 1945, 
Ian trained as an Aeronautical Engineer through the Commonwealth Reconstruction Scheme. It 
was while working on a shipyard in Sweden in 1951 that he met his wife, and they had three 
children together. In his recreation time, Ian enjoys cross-country skiing, and still skis up to 10 
kilometers at a time. As with many who served in Timor, Ian developed close relationships not only 
with the men of his squadron, but also with the local people. His greatest hope in returning to 
Timor is that he may meet up with some of the Timorese people who ensured the survival of the 
Australians who fought there.
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Mr Keith Mortimer Hayes, OAM

Keith Hayes enlisted in the Australian Army as a Private in May 
1941.  He went to Timor with the 2/2nd Commando Squadron in 
December 1941. 

On 20 February, the morning after the Japanese landing in Timor, 
Keith was caught up in what is known by the squadron as the 
ration truck massacre. One of only two survivors of the massacre, 
Keith and his mates were surrounded by Japanese troops just 
near the Comoro River, a few kilometers from Dili. The group 
was split in two – Keith and three others were forced from the 
truck and disarmed, and Japanese soldiers drove the remainder 
of the section down the road. Keith and his three companions 
were forced to walk some way down the road; their hands bound, 
they were forced into a ditch by machine-gun fire. After the 
firing ceased, their captors returned to the ditch and shot, then 
bayoneted, each of the men. Keith was the sole survivor. After 
discovering his three companions had been killed, Keith crawled 
through a rice field and was rescued by two Timorese boys who 
took him to their mother. Donnabella Martins cared for his wounds 
and, with her sons, ensured his safe return to the Commandos ‘B’ 
Company, at great risk to their own personal safety.  All bar one of 
those in the truck were also killed. Peter Alexander, a close friend of Keith’s, was interrogated and 
taken prisoner, surviving both Changi Prison and the Thailand–Burma railway.

Following this miraculous survival, Keith continued his service in Timor, returning to Australia in 
July 1942. Keith also served in New Guinea from November 1944 to May 1945. He was discharged 
in August 1946, but remained committed to the men of the 2/2nd Commando Squadron and the 
people of Timor who had saved his life. In 2007, he was awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia for service to the community of Timor-Leste through the Independent Trust of the 2/2nd 
Commando Association, and to veterans and their families.
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Dr Rex John Lipman, AO, ED

Rex Lipman joined the Australian Army soon after the war was 
declared in 1939. Initially too young to serve as an officer overseas, 
Rex was excited to join the 2/4th Australian Commando Squadron 
in May 1942.  He served with the 2/4th in the Northern Territory 
but, as he was hospitalised in Adelaide at the time, he was unable 
to embark with the company when the unit moved into Timor in 
September of that year.  He re-joined his unit in December 1942. 
Rex returned to Australia when the 2/4th withdrew in January 1943. 

In addition to his service in Timor, Rex saw overseas service as 
Staff Captain, 24th Australian Infantry Brigade, in Morotai and 
British North Borneo, including time on Labuan Island. He was 
Mentioned in Dispatches for his exceptional service in the South 
West Pacific.

Discharged from the AIF in January 1946, Rex met up with a young 
nurse who had nursed him in Adelaide in 1942. They married in 
1947, had five children, and now have fifteen grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren.

When the CMF was reformed in 1948, Rex was appointed C.O. of 
the Adelaide University Regiment and he remained on the Active 
List until 1965.

He was awarded an AM in 1989 for service to the banking and thoroughbred horse industry 
and was made a Knight of the Legion of Honour for services to France. In 1992 Rex established 
the International College of Hotel Management in South Australia. His contribution to tourism, 
hospitality and education was recognised in 2008 with the AO.
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Commodore James Laurence Wilfrid Merson, OAM, RAN (Ret’d)

Laurence Merson was accepted into the Royal Australian Navy in 
January 1936 for a career which would last more than forty years until 
his retirement as a Commodore in March 1977. He served in Timor 
as a Sub-Lieutenant on HMAS Voyager and was on the ship when it 
grounded in unchartered waters in Betano Bay Timor in September 
1942. Laurence recalls the crew made all efforts possible to free the 
ship but, after working throughout the night, conceded that it could 
not be freed. On the afternoon of 24 September Japanese bombers 
carried out bombing runs on the ship, and the captain was forced to 
order its destruction, first exploding charges in the engine room and 
finally setting it alight in the early hours of 25 September. Laurence 
recalled watching the ship burn fiercely throughout the day, with 
spectacular moments when magazines exploded. The ship’s crew 
was formed into platoons, and Laurence and the other members 
of his platoon were directed to a position four miles west to watch 
for approaching Japanese troops.  On the way to this position, the 
platoon was caught up in Japanese bombing raids and Laurence 
recalls the anti-personnel bombs were particularly unpleasant. 
Later that evening, his platoon saw a glimmer of light seaward and 
returned to the ship, to be evacuated on board HMAS Warnambool 
and HMAS Kalgoorlie to Darwin. His last vision of the Voyager was a 
white-hot hull, and Laurence still recalls being amazed that steel could burn. 

Prior to his service in Timor, Laurence had served on ships in the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Oceans 
and the Mediterranean during World War Two, and was aboard HMAS Nestor when it was sunk in June 
1942. His service during the war also included time aboard HMAS Australia, HMAS Warramunga and 
HMAS Quickmatch. Laurence’ post-war service included participation in the Korean War for a second 
period on HMAS Warramunga. He also served in command of HMAS Yarra, HMAS Vampire and 
HMAS Sydney, the latter during the Vietnam War.  In July 1977, he was awarded the National Medal, 
with two clasps, for his military service, and amongst his many decorations he was also awarded the 
OAM for his service to veterans and their families in 2000.
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Mr Frederick Alfred Otway 

Frederick Otway enlisted in May 1941 and served in Timor with 
the 2/2nd Commando Squadron as a Corporal from December 
1941 until December 1942. He recalls one dramatic incident 
which demonstrated to him how quickly events can transpire 
in war. He and two other men in his patrol had come across a 
Portuguese Government building known as a ‘Porto’. Hearing the 
sound of planes in the distance, and knowing the building would 
be a target, the group moved out of the ‘Porto’ and back down the 
hill. The building was hit, blowing out a large chunk of the wall, 
which only narrowly missed the three men. 

In June 1943, Fred again deployed for overseas service with the 
2/2nd, this time serving in Papua New Guinea. In August 1944, 
Fred joined the Z Special Unit and went overseas again with the 
unit in June 1945. Fred was discharged from the Army in April 
1946.  

After the war he undertook a government sponsored training 
course and qualified as a painter and decorator. He was working 
for the Queensland Government when he retired. Fred has kept in 
touch with the men of the 2/2nd Commando Squadron through 
the 2/2nd Commando Courier which ran for more than 60 years, 

with four issues per year. Fred also participated in Safari’s, group reunions, spaced four or five 
years apart, that have been conducted in Timor, Tasmania, Melbourne, South Australia, Perth and 
Queensland.
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Mr Robin Charles Brackley Whelan

Robin Whelan, then a stockman, enlisted in the Australian Army 
in November 1941. He was an original member of the 2/4 
Commando Squadron, serving in the Northern Territory, before 
deploying to Timor in September 1942. He served in Timor as 
a Bren gunner until February 1943. Robin was impressed by the 
beauty of Timor on a moonlit night and the ability of the Timorese 
people to call to each other across long distances. The fate of 
the Timorese who had supported the Australian soldiers, when 
the Australians were forced to evacuate, weighs heavily upon 
Robin. He remembers the mateship of the ‘inseparable five from 
Queensland’ who volunteered to stay behind when the rest of the 
unit was evacuated.  

After his service in Timor, in August 1943, Robin deployed for 
Milne Bay, returning to Australia in February 1944. In April 1945, 
he embarked for service in Morotai and returned from Tarakan in 
December 1945, on USS Stanford. In March 1946, he went to 
London with the Victory March Contingent. He was discharged in 
October 1946. 

After the war, Robin worked on his Uncle’s cattle property. He then 
invested in a property of his own, co-owned with his brother in-law and their wives, in Cape York, 
and then another in Clermont, Queensland. Eventually, he bought out the shares in the property 
and remained in Clermont for more than twenty years. During this time, Robin served on the local 
shire council and the United Graziers Association and also served a number of terms on the Cattle 
Council of Australia. He is also an active member of the Charters Towers RSL Sub-Branch.
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ORDER OF SERVICE: 20 FEBRUARY 1942 MASSACRE SITE

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME
Lieutenant Colonel Mark Cooper 
Assistant Defence Attaché Dili 
Master of Ceremonies

MOUNTING OF THE CATAFALQUE PARTY 
Members of Australia’s Federation Guard

PROLOGUE 
Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, AO, CSC, RAN 
Chief of Navy

We stand here today in remembrance of fourteen men of 7 Section 2nd Independent Company captured 
by the Japanese, then executed on 20 February 1942.

At 6am on the 20th of February 1942 the men of 7 Section mounted the ration truck at Three Spurs 
to take a scheduled day’s leave in Dili.  They were blissfully unaware of the Japanese invasion, having 
mistaken the sound of gunfire in the distance for a Dutch gunnery practice.

A few kilometers from Dili, the section was taken completely by surprise by an ambush. Japanese 
soldiers surrounded the truck and forced four men to the ground.  After the truck was driven off towards 
Dili with the remainder of the men under guard in the back, these four men were tied and ordered to 
march towards Dili.  As they marched, the column was fired upon by some Dutch troops.  When the 
firing stopped, the Japanese ordered the four men to stand in a line, then shot and bayoneted them.

The fate of the group in the truck is more uncertain.  It is known that the truck came under fire from Dutch 
troops, that the men were dismounted from the truck and that the Japanese escort took casualties from 
the Dutch fire.  The men, already bound, were wired together, cigarettes were placed in their mouths, 
and a Japanese soldier with a machine gun gestured that he was going to shoot the prisoners.  At 
this point the sole survivor of this group, Private Peter Alexander, was removed from the wire and was 
taken to Dili for interrogation.  While no one knows the precise fate of the remaining eleven men in this 
group, later investigations by the unit found evidence that the men had been executed and their bodies 
incinerated.  Private Alexander was subsequently a POW at Changi and on the Thailand–Burma railway.

By a miracle, Private Keith Hayes survived the massacre of the first group, with bullet and bayonet 
wounds in his neck.  Regaining consciousness, he found his wrists had been untied in order to steal his 
wristwatch and he made his way to safety, where a brave Timorese woman, Donnabella Martins, at great 
personal risk nursed him back to health.  Eventually he was able to rejoin his unit.  Following evacuation 
back to Australia, Keith later fought again against the Japanese in New Guinea.

17
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A great tragedy of this event is that the truck departed only minutes before Ivan Browne arrived, carrying 
a warning that contact with the airfield had been lost.  Tragedy had so nearly been averted, but instead 
fate played its awful hand and fourteen good men lost their lives in awful circumstances.

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS AND ROLL OF HONOUR 
The Hon. Warren Snowdon MP,  
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs

Those lost were:
Private Donald Hylton Airey, born in Wagin, Western Australia, age 21  
Private Francis Joseph Alford, born in Fremantle, Western Australia, age 21
Private Robert Stanley Raymond Chalmers, born in Melbourne, Victoria, age 23
Lance Sergeant Gordon Albert Chiswell, born in Irymple, Victoria, age 20
Private Henry James Cotsworth, born in Bedlington, England, age 28
Private Frederick Thomas Crowder, born in Perth Western, Australia, age 25
Private Kenneth Tasman Hogg, born in Waihi, New Zealand, age 22
Private Anthony John Lane, born in Charrington, England, age 21
Private Harvey William Marriott, born in Yarloop, Western Australia, age 35
Private Reginald Herbert Murray, born in Collie, Western Australia, age 23
Private James Pollard, born in Fremantle, Western Australia, age 22
Corporal John Frederick Simpson, born in Boulder, Western Australia, age 36
Private Charles Lenard Stanton, born in London, England, age 22
Staff Sergeant John William Ernest Walker born in Spotsfield, Victoria, age 23

PRAYER 
Chaplain Jeff Jarvis RAN

Lord God as we look around us we are reminded of how blessed we are. We thank you for your gift 
of creation and the potential we have to live together in harmony. 

As we gather on this hallowed ground to remember the events of the 20th of February 1942, 
we are reminded of the cruel changes that occurred, from the expectancy for relief to a sudden 
realisation that it was no friendly force approaching, but the enemy. We acknowledge the bravery 
that came out of the frustration and confusion, and the selfless acts of those who sacrificed their 
lives for the sake of their colleagues. 

We honour each and every one of those who fought, and pray that, in our time, we might be 
strengthened to work for peace and for the good of all people, avoiding conflict wherever possible, 
yet being prepared to stand against aggression and injustice, taking inspiration from those who 
have gone before.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen
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LAYING OF WREATHS

ODE OF REMEMBRANCE 
Veteran representative

They went with songs to the battle, they were young, 
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted; 
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.

Response

We will remember them.

All

Lest we forget.

LAST POST

MINUTE’S SILENCE

ROUSE

NATIONAL ANTHEMS 
Pátria 

Advance Australia Fair

DISMOUNTING OF THE CATAFALQUE PARTY
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ORDER OF SERVICE: DARE MEMORIAL

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME 
Lieutenant Colonel Mark Cooper 
Assistant Defence Attaché, Dili 
Master of Ceremonies

MOUNTING OF THE CATAFALQUE PARTY 
Members of Australia’s Federation Guard

PROLOGUE 
Major General Mark Kelly, AO, DSC 
Repatriation Commissioner

We stand here today to commemorate those Australians and Timorese who fought so gallantly 
here side by side during the darkest days of the Second World War.  With the Japanese advance 
southward, only in Timor, throughout the whole of the South West Pacific Area, did a small group 
of dedicated soldiers fight on against the Japanese.  Those soldiers of Sparrow Force, comprised 
of 2/2nd Independent Company (later reinforced by 2/4th Independent Company and Z Special 
Unit), and remnants of the 2/40th Battalion, with support from Hudson Bombers of No. 2 Squadron 
RAAF and sailors from the Royal Australian Navy, maintained a foothold and a guerrilla campaign 
against the Japanese invaders.  In their duties they were greatly assisted by their Timorese friends, 
without whom their resistance could not have been maintained.

Those of us who served here on operations from 1999 were heartened by the example of those 
who fought here in the dark days of the Second World War.  Their example inspired us in our duties.  
The knowledge of the assistance of the Timorese people, and their friendship to Australians, was 
a debt we were privileged to help repay by helping the Timorese bring freedom to this land in its 
time of trouble.
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The gallant fight of those who served here during the Second World War was not without cost. 
Around forty of the men of the independent companies died. Two Royal Australian Navy ships, 
HMAS Voyager and HMAS Armidale, were lost on operations to support the Timor garrison.   
Of the 2/40th Battalion, 271 died during the fighting or as prisoners of war, and a further seventy-
nine were wounded.  Tens of thousands of Timorese people died as a result of the fighting and 
the privations of occupation.  This sacrifice was not in vain – in holding out, these forces tied 
down almost 30,000 Japanese troops.  As we this year commemorate the 70th anniversary of 
the campaign in Timor, we pause here today to remember the service and sacrifices of those 
Australians and Timorese who fought so valiantly and with such dedication against overwhelming 
odds.  Then and now, the resistance of those who held out in this place during those dark days was 
an inspiration to all freedom loving peoples throughout the world.  We remember, and are grateful.

PRAYER 
Chaplain Jeff Jarvis, RAN

Today we gather to remember the Timor Garrison, code-named ‘Sparrow Force’, and  personnel of 
the Royal Australian Navy and Royal Australian Air Force who supported them.

We honour those who died. We remember all who were taken prisoner. We give thanks for those 
who fought and survived. Yet we are reminded that in spite of their sacrifice many have died since 
in their pursuit of freedom, justice and peace for this land. We honour them too.

Lord God, as we remember the selfless acts of those we honour today we pray that, in our time, we 
might be strengthened to work for peace and for the good of all people, avoiding conflict wherever 
possible, yet being prepared to stand against aggression and injustice, taking inspiration from 
those who have gone before.

We hold before you Lord the leaders of this nation, we thank you for their courage and leadership. 
We pray that they may seek honour and justice, restrain evil and oppression, and seek the true 
prosperity of their people. 

To the Creator of all people we give honour and praise now and always. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen

Let us now join together in prayer as we say:
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All  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen

REFLECTION  
Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, AO, CSC, RAN 
Chief of Navy

Australia and Timor have a long and shared history, which in this place is expressed most strongly 
in the deep bonds of gratitude that the Australian soldiers formed towards their Timorese helpers.  
Without the assistance of the Timorese, the Australians knew their cause was lost – the Australian 
commandos have always acknowledged the great debt that they owe the Timorese people, and 
this place, this memorial, was built to acknowledge these bonds of friendship and trust.

As Lieutenant Archie Campbell of the 2nd Independent Company wrote:

… They were part of us, our left arm and right arm, our eyes, our ears; they made it possible 
to have this opportunity of getting home instead of being guests of the Japanese war lords 
in their POW camps in which we would have been treated, as they said ‘like bandits’.  [The 
Timorese] had left their villages, their families, to throw in their lot with the Australian soldier.  
Their loyalty was superb, their faithfulness unbelievable, their devotion akin to that of a brother 
and a tremendous affection had sprung up within our unit for them.  It was awful to contemplate 
leaving them behind …
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Lieutenant Campbell described the pain of parting with his helper Barana when the 2nd Independent 
Company was withdrawn in December 1942:

He was asleep, this 14 year old who had been with me through all the rigours, all the actions and 
all the problems of survival.  He it was to whom I owed my life.  I did not want to waken him for I 
could not stand the pain that would be in his eyes … my eyes were misted completely as I patted 
his black curly hair and walked quietly away.  I felt as if I had left part of my life behind. I was deeply 
saddened and prayed for his safety.

Such bonds as these, forged in the cruel fire of war, last between our peoples still. Australia 
and Timor will forever be as brothers due to remembrances such as these and to our shared 
experiences. 

Lt Archie Campbell, quoted in White, K. Criado – a story of East Timor, Indra Publishing, Victoria, 
2002 pp. 123–125.

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS  
The Hon. Warren Snowdon MP,  
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS  
Representative of the Government of Timor-Leste

READING FROM PSALM 121  
Veteran Representative

I lift up my eyes to the hills, where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the 
Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip, he who watches over you will not slumber; 
indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord watches over you, the 
Lord is your shade at your right hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. The 
Lord will keep you from all harm, he will watch over your life; the Lord will watch over your coming 
and going both now and forevermore.
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LAYING OF WREATHS

ODE OF REMEMBRANCE  
Veteran representative

They went with songs to the battle, they were young, 
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted; 
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.

Response

We will remember them.

All

Lest we forget.

LAST POST

MINUTE’S SILENCE

ROUSE

NATIONAL ANTHEMS 
Pátria 

Advance Australia Fair

DISMOUNTING OF THE CATAFALQUE PARTY
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ORDER OF SERVICE: DARWIN CENOTAPH

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME
Major General Mark Kelly, AO, DSC 
Repatriation Commissioner 
Master of Ceremonies

MOUNTING OF THE CATAFALQUE PARTY 
Members of Australia’s Federation Guard

Introduction 
Major General Mark Kelly, AO, DSC 
Repatriation Commissioner

We are gathered at the cenotaph today to remember the service and sacrifice of all those who 
served in the Timor Campaign in 1942.  We remember those who held out, undaunted by enormous 
odds, those who supported them in the air and on the sea, and those who loved and waited for 
them anxiously here at home.

Their role among those who defended Australia in the dark days of 1942 was crucial; they ensured 
thousands of enemy soldiers could not be deployed elsewhere against the mainland, or to other 
campaigns, thus ensuring the success of Australian and American actions in the South West 
Pacific Area.  Their courage, endurance and vitality are an Australian saga that will always be 
remembered.

Moreover, their legacy also includes the formation of an enduring friendship with the peoples of our 
close neighbor, Timor-Leste.  

We have here today a number of living national treasures, those who lived through these dark 
days.  You should know that the whole of Australia is united in awe at your achievements and 
gratitude for your accomplishments.  Your legacy will be with us forevermore.
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PRAYER 
Chaplin Jeff Jarvis, RAN

Eternal God, 

As this day moves to night we give thanks for the privilege we have together shared, in visiting 
Timor-Leste and honouring those who have gone before us and others who served in that 
campaign. As birds sing their evening song we are reminded that even though creation’s beauty 
can so easily be tarnished through man’s greed and stupidity, the ingredients of peace are always 
there for us to grasp. 

Before parting and flying back to our homes, we stand before this Cenotaph and remember 
friendships past and friendships rekindled over the past few days. We give thanks for the 
opportunity of these days and are mindful of those of our living friends unable, through incapacity, 
to be with us. 

We give thanks for memories and stories shared; for silences acknowledged; for past hurts that 
may have been softened; for young faces that still impact our minds and memories.  

Our hearts are gladdened by the humour and courage shared as we have remembered once again.  

Now we honour and acknowledge the sacredness of this soil, our soil, for which we, too, would give 
our all. We hand it on into the keeping of those who follow us and pray that they may continue to 
have the peace that we have witnessed over these past years.

Eternal God, in days past our freedom was threatened, and the peace of this region was greatly 
disturbed.  Today in this place we honour the memory of all who took up arms to resist aggression.  
They came from all parts of our nation, from the cities and the bush, and they came from all 
sections of society. They went to war to defend our nation.

We remember also those who came from other nations to take up arms against the intruder.

We honour all who died in the defence of freedom. We give thanks for all who fought in this region 
and survived. We remember all who were taken prisoner.

Help us never to forget the sacrifices that won freedom and re-established peace.

Help the nations of this region to work together in mutual respect and tolerance so that ordinary 
men and women may enjoy freedom and live in peace.

To the Creator of all people, we give honour and praise now and always. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen
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READING FROM ECCLESIASTICUS 44: 1!15 
Chaplain Jeff Jarvis, RAN

Let us now sing the praises of famous men, 
our ancestors in their generations. 

The Lord apportioned to them great glory, 
his majesty from the beginning. 

There were those who ruled in their kingdoms, 
and made a name for themselves by their valour; 

those who gave counsel because they were intelligent; 
those who spoke in prophetic oracles; 

those who led the people by their counsels 
and by their knowledge of the people’s lore; 
they were wise in their words of instruction; 

those who composed musical tunes, 
or put verses in writing; 

rich men endowed with resources, 
living peacefully in their homes – 

all these were honoured in their generations, 
and were the pride of their times. 

Some of them have left behind a name, 
so that others declare their praise. 
But of others there is no memory; 

they have perished as though they had never existed; 
they have become as though they had never been born, 

they and their children after them. 
But these also were godly men, 

whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten; 
their wealth will remain with their descendants, 

and their inheritance with their children’s children. 
Their descendants stand by the covenants; 

their children also, for their sake. 
Their offspring will continue forever, 

and their glory will never be blotted out. 
Their bodies are buried in peace, 

but their name lives on generation after generation.
The assembly declares their wisdom, 

and the congregation proclaims their praise. 
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LAYING OF WREATHS

ODE OF REMEMBRANCE 
Veteran representative

They went with songs to the battle, they were young, 
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted; 
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.

Response

We will remember them.

All 

Lest we forget.

LAST POST

MINUTE’S SILENCE

ROUSE

NATIONAL ANTHEM OF AUSTRALIA

DISMOUNTING OF THE CATAFALQUE PARTY



32



IMAGE CREDITS

COVER IMAGE AND PAGE 5: Australians and Timorese lead a pack train of ponies in Timor, 
December 1942. (AWM 013771; photographer Damien Parer)

BACK COVER IMAGE AND PAGE 1: Soon after the Japanese moved into Timor, the Australians 
were without communications to the mainland. Under the direction of a young technician, 
Signalman Max Loveless built a wireless set powerful enough to contact the Australian mainland. 
Operating the set, which came to be known as ‘Winnie the war-winner’, are (left to right): 
Signalman Keith Richards, Corporal John Donovan and Sergeant John Sargent, all of 2/2nd 
Independent Company, November 1942. (AWM 013764; photographer Damien Parer)

PAGES 14–15: Men of the 2/2nd Independent Company at their headquarters at Ailalec, Timor,  
9 December 1942. Left to right: Private Arthur Coats, Signalman Ronald Sprigg, Corporal H 
Brown, Signalman D Murray, Signalman Reginald Tatam, Signalman Maurice Smith, Signalman R 
Davies, Lance Sergeant JS O’Brien, Sergeant FA Press and Signalman G Kennedy. (AWM 013778; 
photographer Damien Parer)

PAGE 16: Members of Timforce pay their respects at the grave of Captain NH Roff, 2/40th Infantry 
Battalion, who was killed in action 23 September 1942, Koepang Area, Timor, September 1945. 
(AWM 116018)

PAGES 20 AND 22–23: Local Timorese were of great assistance to Australians of the 2/2nd 
Independent Company during the war, regularly supplying food, supplying information about the 
Japanese, carrying arms and equipment, and helping with Australian wounded. (AWM 013793; 
photographer Damien Peter Parer)

PAGES 25 AND 32: Timorese supply fresh fruit to Australian soldiers in Timor, December 1942. 
(AWM 013799; photographer Damien Peter Parer)

PAGES 26–27: Lieutenant C Bush, Official War Artist with the Military History Field Team attached 
to Timforce, sketches the wreck of HMAS Voyager in Betano, Timor, December 1945. (AWM 
121482; photographer Keith Benjamin Davis)
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